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Gala 2007 set to begin Saturday night 


Zach Becker 
Editor 


Students might be able to 
scratch textbooks off their list 
of college expenses in the fore- 
seeable future if one professor’s 
ideas catch on. 

This semester, Geology Pro- 
fessor Ron Schott is laying the 
foundation for a totally free, 
peer-edited electronic textbook 
in geology. The e-textbook is be- 
ing created online using the same 
software that drives Wikipedia, a 
massive online free-content ency- 
clopedia edited by volunteers. 

As part of his Geomorphology 
class, and as an optional project in 
his Introduction to Geology class, 
Schott is giving his students the 
assignment of writing Wikipedia- 
style articles on a geology-related 
subject. 

These basic articles will act as 
a framework for an eventual use- 
ful e-textbook, Schott hopes. 

“(’m) trying to use the Wiki 


Professor begins work 
on a free e-textbook 


Brandon Worf 
Staff Writer 


Everything but the kitchen sink. 

That’s what you’ll see at the Gala 
2007, presented by the Fort Hays State 
Department of Music. 

The Gala, in its second year, will fea- 
ture even more performances than the 
first year. 

As the brainchild of Terry Crull, di- 
rector of choral activities, the Gala was 
entirely new to the department, but was 


created as a means to address the is- 
sue of funding further scholarships for 
music students through the department 
itself. 

“We were looking for ways to gener- 
ate more funding for department schol- 
arships in order to kind of give recruit- 
ing a boost, and this was one thing that 
we created. It gives us all a chance as a 
department to strut our stuff for every- 
one to see, and it allows us to benefit the 
students as well,” Crull said. 

Last year’s inaugural performance of 
the Gala proved to be a success for the 
most part. 

“We had to learn a lot from last year’s 
experiences, especially in the planning 
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and logistics, since we’re showcasing 
over 10 different ensembles back-to- 
back,” Crull said. “With all the equip- 
ment and instruments that we have to 
move again, things can turn into a real 
traffic jam in a hurry.” 

This year, the bill is a little longer, 
with the addition of a few community 
groups who have ties to the depart- 
ment. 

“We have a lot of community in- 
volvement in certain groups, such as 
Hays Symphony Orchestra and Hays 
Community Choir,” Crull said. 


SEE 'GALA' 
ON PAGE 11 


At far left, Laura Decker performs a scene during the Gala 2006. At left, a 
group performs a drum performance during Gala 2006. 


Snowy Day 


(collaborative website) to build 
up a reasonable amount of mate- 
rial ... copy it out of the Wiki and 
reformat that into a textbook,” 
Schott said. He already has plans 
to pitch the e-textbook idea to 
other geologists and encourage 
them to contribute. He hopes that 
by getting it started with some ba- 
sic information, it will make the 
project more appealing to expert 
volunteers. 

“The biggest thing right now 
is getting the content in,” Schott 
said. “Once you get a core of in- 
formation, you can build on it, 
you can edit it - you can do all 
sorts of stuff.” 

Peer Review 

Unlike Wikipedia - which al- 

lows anonymous editing of ar- 


ticles - Schott is only allowing Pe 


registered users to edit the articles 


» J 


for the e-textbook. abit 3 


SEE “E-TEXT 
ON PAGE 11 


Hays resident Mr. Spock, toy poodle, ventures out into the snow wearing a green coat after last week's 
snowstorm. Hays received several inches of snow. 
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EDITORIAL 


E-textbooks perfect 
for Fort Hays State 


Textbook prices are sky- 
high, controlled by an industry 
of greedy book publishers. 

But today’s internet technol- 
ogy has the promise to make infor- 
mation truly free for all to use. 

Using the same software that has 
enabled Wikipedia to be so successful, 
e-textbooks (see page 1) could eliminate 
traditional textbook expenses for good 
and free up important financial resources 
for students all across the country. 

But someone has to take the lead 
in the battle to make information 
free, to rid college campus’s of the 
greedy hand of book publishers. 

With mobile computing already 
on the slate for next year, Fort Hays 
is a perfectly suited to be on the cut- 
ting edge of this revolution. Plus, 
what better way to justify the pur- 
chase of a laptop computer than to 
eliminate the cost of textbooks? 

At least one professor on campus 
realizes this, as Ron Schott is already 
developing a free e-textbook on his 
own time with the help of his students. 

Now, Fort Hays needs to support 
his efforts and set up the technologi- 
cal framework so others can follow 
Schott’s lead, even if they lack techni- 
cal expertise. And they need to keep 
the information free and encourage 
other universities to follow their lead. 
With enough experts contributing from 
various campuses, very high qual- 
ity e-textbooks could be possible. 

Once the e-textbook revolution 
has started, the only ones who stand 
to lose are the textbook publishers. 

And who is going to cry for them. 

But free e-textbooks aren’t going to 
appear unless students demand it. Stand 
up and make Fort Hays hear your voice. 

-The Editorial Board 


Icy campus roads pose danger to students 


Is salt really that expensive? 

That’s the only thing I can figure 
out after the university decided it bet- 
ter to let nature work its heating won- 
ders rather than sprinkle a bit of salt 
on the icy campus roads last week. 

The frozen roads were not only 
dangerous for cars, but pedestri- 
ans crossing the street were also in 
danger of taking a nasty spill. 

While most of the ice was re- 
moved from the sidewalks, the roads 
around the college were just left with 
thick sheets of ice. I found just walk- 
ing to my van in the parking lot be- 


¥V Letter to the Editor 


Jeremy 
Scott 
Lovin 

Staff 
Writer 


hind McMindes somewhat difficult. 

I know that sand, salt and the la- 
bor used to de-ice the college costs 
money, but that would be nothing com- 
pared to the medical bills if someone 
happened to fall hard on the ice. 


My mother once fell in a restaurant 
that did not replace its worn-out trac- 
tion stripping on the floor — a floor that 
was made of slippery marble tile. 

Their insurance barely covered the 
expensive medical bills and did not pay 
for any of the lost wages she incurred. 
Beyond that, it is hard to put a price tag 
on the pain and suffering she endured. 

Sure, the sun will eventually melt 
the ice, but if clearing the roads early 
prevents just one injury, it’s worth it. 

Besides, it is better to be safe 
than sorry. And surely the price 
of salt can’t be that high? 


FHSU's Second Life encourages escapism, irresponsibility 


Fort Hays State University continually 
strives to be on the forefront of technol- 
ogy in order to provide the best learn- 
ing experience for its students. While 
these steps are commendable for the 
progress of the university, there is one 
aspect of technology that Fort Hays is 
currently exploring that—we feel—is a 
danger to its students, the future of the 
school, and the community as a whole. 

My wife and I are writing this out of 
concern for potential developments that 
seem to be alarming. As we speak, Fort 
Hays is exploring the opportunity of 
incorporating Second Life—an inter- 
active virtual environment created by 
“residents” —into their academic strate- 
gies. It’s possible that Fort Hays will 
purchase an island in Second Life to 
establish a college, complete with replicas 
of actual Fort Hays buildings. In order 
to participate, students are required to 
create an avatar (anything from a Star 
Wars Stormtrooper, a fireman, a rab- 
bit, anything your alter ego desires). 

Second Life is the next step in virtual 
reality; it combines the lure of gaming, 
global interaction and entrepreneur- 
ship complete with an online economy 
and exchange of currency. Real estate 
transactions, clothing, even a develop- 
ing stock exchange to provide funding 
for virtual building projects: Real money 
in a fake world. For many, the possibil- 
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ity of a virtual world that mingles with 
reality seems to be exciting and advanta- 
geous. Yet, if we step back for a moment 
and watch the evolution of virtual reality 
and the effects it has on our generation, 
we will find that this takes us further 
into escapism. A world is being created 
that allows people to reinvent them- 
selves however they see fit, complete 
with minimal accountability yet all the 
promise that their current lives lack. 
College, in our opinion, should cre- 
ate an environment that encourages the 
maturing and developing of our young 
people. It should be a place of equip- 
ping that gives individuals the capac- 
ity to impact the world around them in 
their respective fields. Sadly, we have 
seen college develop into a vacation that 
further removes students from the real 
world instead of preparing them for it. 
Our generation is one that has been 
fathered by escapism, via video games, 
the sports arena, pop culture, etc. We’re 
increasingly becoming a society that 
ignores the arduous realities and respon- 
sibilities of life in favor of a life where 
we can abandon actuality. In our fathers’ 
generation, when life’s responsibilities 
became overwhelming, men (and women) 
headed to the local pub and had a beer 
with the buddies. However, our options 
today are considerably more perilous: 
we can get lost in a fantasy novel, or 


become our favorite video game charac- 
ter. Now, with the newest evolution of 
escape, we can create an entire virtual 
alternative life filled with virtual social 
interaction, virtual job opportunities—ev- 
erything real life offers—albeit lacking 
the accountability of our true identity. 

Fort Hays needs to seriously con- 
sider the implications of exposing its 
students to a world that undermines the 
potential of these young minds. Do the 
benefits of Second Life outweigh the 
inherent dangers produced by this alter 
world? The abuse of Second Life is 
inevitable, yet to endorse it would be 
a mistake on the university’s behalf. 

If we want the next generation to be 
capable of leading this world responsibly, 
then it’s time we begin to pursue ventures 
that bring about maturity, integrity, and 
excellence. We have to demand from them 
today a true understanding of the respon- 
sibilities ahead, not offer them an escape. 
To further them into a vacation mental- 
ity is a huge injustice to the students that 
participate in Fort Hays State’s programs. 

-Levi and Gennifer Marconette 

Levi is a mortgage lender with Accep- 
tance Mortgage; he holds a BS Psychol- 
ogy from Fort Hays State, 2004. Gennifer 
is a freelance writer and editor for Aura 
Productions, LLC, a book publisher; she 
holds a MFA Poetry, BA English, and a 
secondary education teaching credential. 
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E-text 


CONTINUED 


FROM PAGE 1 

This, he hopes, will avoid the prob- 
lem of article vandalism. Since the 
articles are contributed by students, 
though, Schott will be extra careful in 
editing for accuracy. 

“Obviously, I’m dealing with a lot 
of amateur geologists,’ Schott said. 
“[’Il have to go in and check all the 
facts.” 

If the project gains momentum in 
the geologic community, a form of 
peer-review- a vital function in the 
publishing process- will naturally be 
in place via the Wiki model. 

“Tt’s not peer-reviewed in the tradi- 
tional sense of sending it off to a jour- 
nal and getting it published by a big 
publishing house,” Schott said. “It is 
the result of a collaboration by people 
who are expert at least teachers — who 
know the subject material. 

“In no way do I want to short- 
circuit that peer review process. UI- 
timately, I would want to get this 
thing reviewed by as many people 
as possible. The great thing about 
the Wiki process is that your review- 
ers can go in and make edits and im- 
prove the product overall. It’s meant 
to be a self-correcting medium.” 
After assembling the information in 
a Wiki form, the articles would then 
need to be organized and edited into a 
usable e-textbook for classroom use. 
Schott envisions a new, concrete ver- 
sion of the e-text being released every 
semester or year. This way, the infor- 
mation available in the e-text does not 
change during the course of a class. 

Blazing the Trail 

Schott is working on the e-text- 
book project during his free time and 
hosting the database on his computer. 

“Right now, this is entirely on my 


own,” Schott said. “I’ve hatched this 
one on my own and on my own time. 
At this point I haven’t approached 
anybody about getting university sup- 
port for this. Part of that is just be- 
cause I can do it, and I’m motivated 
to do it, and I don’t need their help 
at this point. This also gives me a lot 
more control.” 
Motivations 

Schott sees his e-textbook as an 
experiment, one in which his moti- 
vation is not monetary but rather a 
fascination with the Wiki technology 
and a desire to make his field more ac- 
cessible. 

“Certainly one of my motivations 
for doing this was that this would be 
a free resource,” Schott said. “This 
is not envisioned to be anything that 
cost anybody any money and (it could 
be) potentially a very valuable way 
to make use of this laptop university 
model.” 

Mobile Computing 

With the transition to the mobile 
computing environment set to start in 
the Fall 2007 semester, Schott thinks 
now would a great time for Fort Hays 
to step out as a pioneer in e-text- 
books. 

“T would love to see a dozen disci- 
plines across campus all going off and 
doing this,” he said. “I think we could 
really make a case for us using all the 
mobile computing power we’re going 
to have. This would be a great value- 
added thing. The barrier is getting 
people motivated and giving them a 
reason to do it.” 

Obstacles 

Obviously, free, quality e-text- 
books would be a great value to stu- 
dents, but the main problem Schott 
sees is motivating professors to cre- 
ate these texts without the “dangling 
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Geology professor Ron Schott sits in his office in Tomanek Hall. 
Schott is developing a freely distributed electronic textbook using stu- 


dent contributions from his classes. 


carrot” of a financial reward in the 
form of royalties. This is where the 
university would step in, according to 
Schott. 

Professors would need a “clear 
signal that I would get tenure credit 
for (contributing to an e-textbook), or 
promotion credit - if there was a clear 
indication that this would help me 
with my own job and my own promo- 
tion,” Schott said. 

If Fort Hays pushed the e-textbook 
idea hard, providing incentives, and 
perhaps partnered with other univer- 
sities, reliable e-textbooks could the- 
oretically be produced fairly quickly, 
Schott said, especially given that the 
Wikimedia software is a free down- 
load. 

“There is a lot more value here 
than the cost, which is why I’ve been 
able to do this on my own computer 
on my own time,” he said. “It doesn’t 
take a lot to maintain this.” 

Booting Up 

Although Schott is unaware of any 
established free e-textbooks in geol- 
ogy, the Wikibooks project, run by the 
same foundation that runs Wikipedia, 
already offers online textbooks in 
many different academic fields. These 
could be built upon and customized 
by Fort Hays’ students and faculty. 

“Maybe there is either a partial 
book you could contribute to or even 
a complete book you could add on to 
or fork your own version of,” Schott 
said. “No sense in reinventing the 
wheel. Build on it if it’s there. I don’t 
see any reason you couldn’t do it in 
any class.” 

The Future 

While Schott’s e-textbook is still a 
work in its infancy - at the very least 
a year from being a usable book - the 
idea of free online textbooks is one of 
great potential. 

“At Fort Hays, if we grabbed onto 
this idea right now we could be at the 
front of the pack,” Schott said. “Once 
you get a great free text out there, 
what’s to prevent people from mak- 
ing this the standard?” 

Schott is willing to help other 
professors with the technical aspects 
of establishing an e-textbook. He’s 
also willing to open up his geology 
e-textbook to anyone interested in 
contributing. Schott can be contact at 
rschott@fhsu.edu. 

“The more educated people we’ve 
got, the better off we are,” Schott 
said on the idea of free e-textbooks. 
“You'll reap collateral rewards from 
that without having to reap monetary 
rewards.” 


Gala 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 


“We decided to allow them the opportunity to shine 
as well and it gives everyone attending a little more bang 


for their buck.” 


This year’s central theme deals with music from 
around the world, including some traditional and modern 
music compositions from Japan and China. 

“We’re having everything from ragtime to modern 
Chinese symphonic music. It provides a bit of contrast 
this year against last year’s patriotic theme,” Crull said. 

Some of the groups performing this year include 
the Concert Choir, Fort Hays Singers, Wind Ensemble, 
Symphonic Winds, Percussion Ensemble, and Jazz En- 


semble 1. 


“Jazz | has a really kickin’ number going that should 
get the crowd pumped up in the second half,” Crull 


said. 


With all it has to offer, Gala 2007 promises to deliver 
quality entertainment, according to Crull.. 

The Gala 2007 begins runs from 7:30 — 9 p.m. Satur- 
day, February 3 at Beach-Schmidt. 

Admission is $10. For further information, visit www. 
fhsu.edu/music or contact Tricia Lynch at 628-4533. 


University receives grant 


for computers in Alumni 


& Endowment Center 


When Fort Hays State 
University’s new W.R. and 
Yvonne Robbins Alumni & 
Endowment Center opens 
this fall, it will be fully 
equipped with computer 
hardware and software to 
expand the Endowment 
Association’s telemarket- 
ing efforts. 

David Kerr, president 
of AT&T Kansas, pre- 
sented a $49,160 grant to 
the university on Saturday 
morning that will provide 
for the purchase of the 
computer hardware and 
software. 

“The Alumni & Endow- 
ment Center will take the 
university to a new level 
of excellence, and AT&T 
is pleased to be a part of 
this effort,” Kerr said. 

The check presentation 
was part of the Hays Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Eggs & Issues program. 

Edward H. Hammond, 
Fort Hays president, ac- 
cepted the grant from Kerr 
on behalf of the AT&T 
Foundation, which is 
the philanthropic arm of 


AT&T Inc. 

Since 1996, AT&T Inc. 
and the AT&T Foundation 
have contributed more 
than $439 million to non- 
profit organizations across 
the country. 

With its strong giving 
record, the AT&T Foun- 
dation is among the five 
largest corporate founda- 
tions in the United States 
and was ranked by Forbes 
magazine among the most 
generous corporate foun- 
dations in 2006. 

“AT&T has been a 
tremendous supporter of 
the university,” President 
Hammond said, “‘and this 
gift will contribute sig- 
nificantly to our ability to 
meet the higher education 
needs of the citizens of 
Kansas.” 

The mission of the En- 
dowment Association is to 
support and advance the 
university by seeking gifts 
and bequests, and then ad- 
ministering those contri- 
butions in a prudent man- 
ner and in accordance with 
the donors' wishes. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
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Accounting Club to offer free help with taxes Wrae 
Classifieds 


The Fort Hays State Univer- 
sity Accounting Club is offering 
free income tax preparation for 
the 2007 tax season. 

The Fort Hays students are 
qualified to prepare 1040EZ, 
1040A and 1040 forms as well as 
itemized deductions, interest and 
dividends through the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
program. 

Low to moderate income 
($35,000 and below) people are 
eligible to receive assistance 
from these qualified Fort Hays 
students. 

No appointments are needed. 
The program operates on a first- 
come, first-served basis. 

“We are really excited,” said 
Alicia Tubbs, president of the 
Accounting Club. “This is our 
chance to give back to the com- 
munity, and the more people who 
know about this, the more people 
can benefit.” 


Charles Gnizak, assistant pro- 
fessor of accounting and infor- 
mation systems and Accounting 
Club sponsor, said this is his sixth 
year supervising the program, but 
he believes it has been active for 
at least 10 years. 

“The area we usually serve 
is Ellis County,” said Gnizak. 
“However, there are no restric- 
tions on the area, and once in a 
while we will have people com- 
ing from outside of Ellis County 
for help will their taxes.” 

Gnizak said the Accounting 
Club usually serves from 220 to 
250 people each year. 

Participants must bring photo 
Identification; Social Security 
cards for themselves, their spous- 
es and any dependents; a current 
year’s tax package if they received 
one; wage and earning statements 
from all employers and bank. 

They must also bring any other 
relevant information about in- 


come and expenses that could be 
needed in the tax preparation. 

Bank routing numbers and ac- 
count numbers should be brought 
for direct deposit. 

To file taxes electronically on 
a married filing joint tax return, 
both spouses must be present to 
sign required forms. 

Services will be available on: 
Tuesdays from 5 to 8 p.m. - 
- Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27; March 
6, 13, 27 and April 3. 
Thursdays from 5 to 8 p.m. - 
- Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22 and March 1. 
Saturdays from 9 to 11:30 a.m. -- 
Feb. 24 and March 31. 

No service is available after 
April 3. 

Tax returns will be prepared 
on campus in McCartney Hall, 
room 116. 

For more information, contact 
the Accounting and Information 
Systems Department at 785-628- 
4121 or Gnizak at 785-628-4328. 


HOMES 


A Family Tradition for 4 Generations 


5507 West 10th St. 
Great Bend, KS 67530 


1-800-215-1877 


For Rent 


1 Bedroom Basement. No 
Pets. Available Now. (785) 625- 
2295. 

1 Bedroom, unfurnished. All 
bills paid. $365. (785) 628-6898, 
call after 6. 

1 Bedroom Studio with kitch- 
en. All bills paid. No pets. Refur- 
bished units. Free W/D, security 
fence/ gates. (785) 259-1507. 

Attic Apartment, available 
now, $290 all bills paid. 310 W. 
6th. (785) 623-3768. 

2 Bedroom Duplex with ga- 
rage. Available February Ist. No 
pets. (785) 628-9612. 

2 Bedroom Basement. Two 
blocks from campus. Utilities 
paid. (620) 617-1770. 

2 Bedroom, 2 bath. Recently 
renovated. $450/mo. All bills 
paid. No pets. Available immedi- 
ately. (785) 628-2877. 

2 Bedroom, fireplace. No 
smoking/pets. | year lease. 2727B 
Colonial. (785) 623-1946. 

2 Bedroom Duplex, $475 plus 
bills. W/D hookup. No pets. (785) 
623-4010. 
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2 Bedroom with garage. No 
pets/ smoking. Available Febru- 
ary Ist. $550. (785) 259-3891. 

2 Bedroom Duplex, $450 
plus bills. No pets/smoking. W/ 
D hookups. 1108 E. 17th, Apt B. 
(785) 625-3928. 

2 Bedroom House with ga- 
rage. Large, clean. No pets. 2205 
E. 13th. (785) 635-8500. 

2 Bedroom House. 1 bath, 
single attached garage, small 
fenced yard, storage shed. No 
pets/smoking. (785) 623-4057. 

3 Bedroom with attached ga- 
rage. CA/CAH, W/D_ hookups. 
No pets.(785) 625-2085. 

3 Bedroom Ist floor apart- 
ment. Close to campus, com- 
pletely remodeled and updated. 
West 14th. (785) 623-0876. 

3 Bedroom. Available March 
Ist. 1316 Douglas. (785) 621- 
4283. 

4 Bedroom, 2 bath duplex. 
Single car garage. No pets/ smok- 
ing. (785) 625-8459. 


For Sale 


House for Sale, 304 E. 16th. 
$45K. msk6793@gmail.com. 


Free personals, help wanted and 


non-commercial classified ads. 


Email: 


edgenewspaper@gmail.com 
Subject: "Classifieds" 


Limit entries to 25 words. 
Next issue: Feb. 13 


The Edge reserves the right to edit 


or refuse any classified advertising. 
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¥V State of the Union 


Bush's actions just plain jingoistic 


By a show of hands, how many 
of you actually watched the State 
of the Union address last week? 
Okay, not many, and between us, 
neither did I, although I did settle 
for the published transcripts of 
the same euphemisms and rheto- 
ric we seem to keep hearing. 

While I was reading through 
the whole thing, one word came 
to mind more than any other: “jin- 
goistic.” 

Maybe I’m just hearing this 
after seeing what we’ve been 
through over the last five years 
overall and not just recently. 

Dictionary.com lists the word 
“jingoistic” as, “Extreme nation- 
alism characterized especially 
by a belligerent foreign policy; 
chauvinistic patriotism.” Perhaps 
that’s why it came to mind. 

Despite losing his party ma- 
jority in Congress this past elec- 
tion year, President Bush is still 
pushing that same mentality he’s 
shown us ever since his inaugura- 
tion in 2001. 

“Youre either with us, or 


against us.” How much more jin- 
goistic can somebody get? 

To directly quote G-Dub in his 
speech last week, he says, “Our 
citizens don’t much care which 
side of the aisle we sit on -- as 
long as we are willing to cross 
that aisle when there is work to 
be done.” 

So who has to do the aisle 
crossing here? Regardless of the 
fact that he addressed a Demo- 
cratic majority that was elected in 
an overwhelming turn of the tide, 
he still managed to remain as de- 
fiant as ever. 

Stay the course, no matter the 
cost. Short of being belligerent, 
I'd call that pretty chauvinistic in 
and of itself. 

While Bush did get one thing 
right—we don’t care which side 
of the politics you’re on, we just 
don’t want the politicking at all. 
Nor the massive debt, the cor- 
porate greed, the unjust wars, 
the attacks on civil liberties and 
the unfathomable stockpiles of 
disinformation for just about ev- 


Brandon 


erything else. We hear you, Mr. 
Bush, but we hardly believe it. 

Time Magazine recently put, 
“Only 648 days until the elec- 
tion!” on the front cover of its lat- 
est issue and is calling this next 
presidential election, “the most 
wide-open race since 1928.” Sur- 
prise; the American public isn’t 
the massive horde of mindless 
drones it once was, at least I hope 
so; the new shows on MTV don’t 
exactly support that hypothesis. 
And neither does the ignorance 
we keep seeing from the White 
House. 

If anyone has been the per- 
sonification of jingoism, it’s 
been Bush and his cronies in the 
GOP. The most recent example 


came when Bush signed a bill in 
a private ceremony at the White 
House that effectively gives him 
the “authority” to overstep states 
in activating the National Guard 
when effectively necessary to do 
so (e.g. national disasters, riots, 
etc.), a responsibility normally 
given to state governors only. 
However, the bill revises the 
Posse Comitatus Act, which ef- 
fectively keeps the military from 
acting as law enforcement within 
our own country and in doing so, 
gives Bush the ability to call up 
National Guard troops on a whim. 
It seems a little chauvinistic if 
you ask me, especially when al- 
most every governor in the coun- 
try completely disagreed with 
the legislation, namely Louisiana 
gubernator Kathleen Blanco, who 
was openly bypassed by the feds 
in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, 
despite her insistences that the mi- 
litia presence wasn’t necessary. 
However, we can’t forget 
about the war on terror: Afghani- 
stan, Iraq, the PATRIOT Act, not 


to mention the bullying of most of 
the globe into “cooperating” with 
these ridiculous excuses for secu- 
rity threats. Remember our quar- 
rels with France and Germany? 
Freedom Fries had to be the most 
shallow and isolationist thing to 
come from some Americans’ ig- 
norance in a long time. 

Most US citizens were big on 
the flag-waving hysteria immedi- 
ately after 9/11 occurred. As time 
has passed, it has dwindled quite 
a bit, down mostly to just the 
dedicated hardliners who refuse 
to believe their president and his 
administration is a bunch of two- 
faced liars who use “patriotism” 
as leverage to force others into a 
point of view they wouldn’t nor- 
mally accept otherwise. 

If this country is based on 
democratic ideology, then it’s 
high time that we were patriotic 
and did our democratic duties and 
realized we’re falling for a jin- 
goistic fraud. Chauvinistic? It’s 
doubtful, since most tend to like 
thinking for themselves. 


Every decision h 


Earlier this month, 19-year old Jodi San- 
derholm went missing in Arkansas City. 
Four days later, investigators found the 
body of the Cowley County Community 
College dance team member in a wooded 
area near Cowley State Fishing Lake. 

The above case is tragic for too many 
reasons to count. Sanderholm had been 
the valedictorian of her high school. She 
taught dance to children. She had plans to 
be a pharmacist. 

All of those plans were dashed because 
one selfish person decided that her entire 
life—all the memories she’d made and 
been apart of, all her current relationships, 
and all the things she could have done and 
enjoyed in the future—was worth a few 
minutes of his own satisfaction. Such a loss 
and waste of life is incomprehensible. 

Cases like this are the ultimate example 
of bad decision-making. As irrational as 
that decision is to most of us, this young 
man thought he had it figured out. He took 
Jodi into the woods. He drove her car into 
the lake. He tried to hide the things that 
might get him into trouble. Fortunately, 


Mike 
Courson 
Staff Writer 


he failed and was caught before he could 
harm anyone else. But not before he ruined 
and changed the lives of many, including 
his own. 

While the decision to murder is a fairly 
infrequent choice, what about more com- 
mon decisions? College students find 
themselves in situations that could turn 
into something bad and life-changing all 
the time. Though they may never wish to 
harm someone with their decision, some- 
times things go wrong. 

In November 2003, four Fort Hays foot- 
ball players got in an altercation that left 18 
year-old student Clint Johnson dead. 

I would never pretend to know what 
those football players were thinking that 


AS CONSCQGUCTICES 


night, but did they think their actions would 
end the life of a person and result in prison 
time? I would argue that Clint Johnson 
would still be alive today if they had. 

How many students drink alcohol on 
the weekend? In Hays alone, it’s a signifi- 
cant number of kids. How many of those 
kids then decide that they can drive home? 
More than 12,000 Americans were killed 
in accidents involving legally drunk driv- 
ers in 2005. 

How many of those drivers got behind 
the wheel thinking they would kill some- 
one? 

Alcohol can also be an accessory in 
other crimes. It’s no secret that alcohol ef- 
fects the decision making process. What 
happens when an honor student goes out 
to the bar, gets drunk, and then leaves with 
a stranger? Any number of things can hap- 
pen: pregnancy, STDs, loss of character or 
reputation, even rape and murder. 

Did she think her life would change 
when she made the decision to have a little 
fun? 

No one wants to live in a closet just be- 


cause it’s safe there. Sure, you may live to 
be 100, but did you really live? On the oth- 
er hand, is one night of fun worth an entire 
future? There must be a balance between 
living to the fullest and good decision- 
making, and it’s not that hard to do. There 
are safeguards for most of our everyday be- 
haviors. A single punch can lead to death. 
Why chance it fighting over something 
stupid? Driving drunk can be deadly. Why 
do it when there are so many alternatives? 
Going home with a stranger is dangerous. 
If he’s good enough, can’t he wait until you 
are sober? 

Part of me feels like we must live our 
lives as best we can to honor victims like 
Jodi Sanderholm and Clint Johnson, who 
will never get to hear their favorite songs, 
eat their favorite foods, or see their friends 
and family again. We have the ability to do 
the things we enjoy, and we should. But 
no one is exempt from the consequences 
of a single bad decision. You can build the 
greatest life imaginable and then ruin it 
with one decision. Or worse yet, ruin the 
life of someone else. 
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VY Men's Basketball 


Emporia State stings Tigers, 76-73 


Cole Reif 
Sports Editor 


Fans poured into Gross Me- 
morial Coliseum Saturday night, 
3,104 — to be exact - to see Fort 
Hays State take on the seventh- 
ranked team in the nation, Em- 
poria State University. The “Gold 
Rush” was not enough to get the 
Tigers the victory, though, as they 
fell to the Hornets, 76-73. 

The first half belonged to the 
Tigers, as they went into the break 
with a 34-24 lead. That ten-point 
margin was sparked by the hot 
shooting from senior Kevin Wag- 
staff, who connected on three 
shots from behind the three-point 
are. 

Fort Hays held Emporia State 
to their lowest scoring half of the 
season. Emporia came into Hays 
averaging over 87 points per 
game. 

The Hornets proved why they 
are nationally ranked at the start 
of the second half as they went on 
a 20-10 run to tie the score at 44 
with a little over fourteen minutes 
left to play. The lead went back 
and forth for a couple of min- 
utes until Emporia State pulled 
ahead by as many as eight points. 
Things did not look good when 
senior guard, Loranja Owens, 
fouled out of the ball game with 
4:38 left to play and the Tigers 
still down by seven. Somehow, 
the Tigers buckled down on de- 
fense and held the up-tempo of- 
fense from Emporia to only four 
points in the final four-and-a-half 
minutes of play. 

While the intensity on the de- 
fensive end increased, so did the 
offensive production from the Ti- 
gers. Fort Hays State junior trans- 
fer John Rogers made two free 
throws to cut into that lead, fol- 
lowed by a long-range 3-pointer 
from senior Jeff Pruitt that pulled 
the Tigers within two. 

Pruitt ended the evening with 
a game-high twenty points on 
9 of 14 shooting. Emporia State 
missed a distant three, giving Fort 
Hays State a chance to tie the ball 
game. 

The Tigers took advantage of 
the opportunity as Rogers scored 
a lay-up to knot it up at 72 with 
1:28 remaining. After another 


Hornet miss, the Tigers actually 
took the lead back as junior Alex 
Davenport split a pair from the 
free throw line. 

Emporia State’s short scoring 
drought would come to an end, 
though, as Donta Watson knocked 
down a clutch jumper from just 
inside the free throw line to give 
the Hornets the lead back with 29 
seconds to play. 

Watson finished the evening 
with eighteen points and nine re- 
bounds. Fort Hays tried to play 
for the last shot and a victory, 
but Pruitt’s turn-around jumper 
went in and out the Tigers were 
forced to foul on the rebound. 
Watson was cool under pressure 
as he sank both charity shots, giv- 
ing Emporia a 76-73 advantage 
with a little over five seconds in 
the ball game. Fort Hays would 
get the ball in the hands of Wag- 
staff, but when he could not get 
his own shot off, he dumped it off 
to Pruitt who heaved up a deep 
three-pointer that just missed off 
the iron. 

After scoring ten points in the 
first half, Wagstaff only scored 
three more in the second for a total 
of 13 points. Owens did an excel- 
lent job of distributing the ball for 
the Tigers, dishing out six assists 
to go along with six points. Both 
Davenport and Rogers completed 
the game with 11 points each. 

A total of 48 fouls were called 
between Emporia State and Fort 
Hays. The Hornets connected on 
26 of 38 free throw attempts. 

With the loss, the Tigers drop 
to 9-10 on the season with a 2-8 
conference record. Next up for 
the Tigers is Pittsburg State Uni- 
versity. Fort Hays State hosts the 
Gorillas Wednesday with a tip-off 
set for 7:30 p.m. 


BRANDON WORF/THE EDGE 
At left, Colin Olberding 
looks to pass the ball in 
a recent game at Gross 
Memorial Coliseum. Below, 
Loranja Owens dunks the 


tall basketball. 


1305 Main Street, Hays 
M-F: 7 a.m -3 p.m. 
Sat.: 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


Valeutines Day 
FEBRUARY 14 785-621-BAKE 
WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED. 


Be sure to order early! 
Delivery Avatlable 


MARY KAY’ 


Donna Bayes-Scott 
Independent Senior Sales Director 


1402 W 42nd St 

Hays, KS 67601 

(785) 628-1599 

Toll-Free (888) 826-1742 
donna@marykay.com 
www.marykay.com/donna 
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Lady Tigers struggle against Emporia 


BRANDON WORF/THE EDGE 
Sheena Kuntzsch shoots the 
ballin a recent game. 


Erika Toepfer 
Sports Writer 


Both teams struggled from the field 
Saturday, but Emporia State struggled 
less and came away with 89-60 win 
over the Lady Tigers at Gross Memo- 
rial Coliseum. 

It was a night of unlucky shots 
and wide open missed passes by both 
teams. 

In the first 49 seconds, Meshia Ma- 
son got the momentum going by put- 
ting the first points on the board. Ash- 
lee Gustin made a free throw to make it 
3-0 Tiger lead. 

The Lady Hornets came back quick- 
ly, though, and were soon up six before 
two more Gustin free throws and a Ka- 
tie Rausch layup cut the margin back 
to two. 

With 12 minutes left in the first half, 
Kayla Klug made a lay-up that would 
tie up the ball game, but it wasn’t 
enough to scare away Emporia State 
forward Michelle Stueve, who led the 
Lady Hornets with 22 points. The Lady 
Hornets led at the half, 36-26. 


Staying quiet the first three minutes 
of the second half, the Lady Tigers 
came out of their shell to put two more 
points on the board to cut the lead to 
13. 

Putting up points here and there, 
Gustin provided enough offense to 
keep the Tigers in the game. With 9:13 
left in the second half, Emporia State 
was leading Fort Hays 64-45. 

Emporia State played calm and the 
shots seemed to come more natural as 
they kept building up the lead against 
Fort Hays. Fort Hays continued to play 
hard, but it just wasn’t enough to make 
up the large deficit. 

Gustin led the Lady Tigers with 
18 points, closely followed by Naomi 
Bancroft with 12 and Mason and Bol- 
ing with 8. The Tigers scored 16 points 
off of turnovers from the Hornets and 
tied up the game twice. The Tigers are 
now 10-8 overall this season and 2-8 in 
the MIAA. Emporia State moved to 14- 
4 overall and 7-2 in the MIAA. The Ti- 
gers will host Pittsburg State Wednes- 
day starting at 5:30 p.m. 


Wrestlers 


endure 


shutout loss, 33-0 


Cole Reif 
Sports Editor 


After a come-from-be- 
hind victory last Thursday 
night against Chadron State 
University, the wrestling 
team could not get things 
rolling Saturday as_ they 
lost a dual to the University 
of Central Oklahoma by a 
score of 33-0. 

The Tigers went into the 
dual with Central Oklahoma 
ranked No. 10 in the nation 
and could not overpower the 
No. 3 team in the nation, as 
the Bronchos have six wres- 
tlers ranked nationally. 

Fort Hays State also had 
a few nationally ranked 
wrestlers but none of them 
could tally any points for 
the Tigers. 


Senior Mikel Delk 
dropped his match against 
Shea Timothy in a 5-0 de- 
cision in the 149 pound 
weight class. Freshman 
Danny Grater fell to Jason 
Leavitt in a 12-6 decision 
in the 157 division and fi- 
nally senior Andrew Ubben 
suffered another loss in the 
heavyweight division with a 
4-2 decision. 

With this loss, the Tigers 
slip to 4-4 on the dual sea- 
son but do get two home 
duals this week, the first 
of which is coming against 
New Mexico Highlands on 
Thursday starting at 7 p.m. 
and then Friday against 
Central Missouri State Uni- 
versity also starting at 7 
p.m. 


YONKERS 


Monday, February 12 
7:30 p.m. 
Beach/Schmidt 
Performing Arts Center 


Tickets On Sale Now! 


for these ENCORE SERIES presentations: | 


Tuesday, February 20 


7:30 p.m. 


Beach/Schmidt 
Performing Arts Center 


The Glorious Quest! 


or ticket information contact the Student Service 


& 


This 


EXTRAORDINARY 
Opportunity! 


American Residencies 


KANSAS 


2007 


National Symphony 
Orchestra 


Leonard Slatkin, Music Director 


Monday, March 26 
7:30 p.m. 


Beach/Schmidt Performing Arts Center 


enter - /0)-620- 


16. 
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Final Fantasy XII well worth purchase price 


Final Fantasy 12 is a su- 
perbly refined game from 
Square-Enix that is sure to 
provide hours upon hours 
of fun for fans of the genre. 

The game uses the Ac- 
tive Dimension Battle 
system (ABS). This is the 
system that massively mul- 


tiplayer online role play- 
ing games (mmorpgs) use 
where the battles take place 
in the actual game world. 
This allows players to 
avoid enemies because they 
can be seen on the map. In 
addition, enemies and play- 
ers alike can move freely 


Final Fantasy XI 


Reviewer: 


PlayStation.2 < 


Jon Demal 


Format: 
PS2 
Genre: 
mmorpg 


Comment: 
Once again, the team at Square-Enix has 
developed a masterpiece. 
Final Rating: 
10/10 


Ext a lly uswantua se 
lame 


pony 59: 99/ moe ae 
inex-tech wireless 


through battle and even run 
away from battle. 

Another new feature is 
the battle chain. Each en- 
emy drops a random com- 
bination of items based ona 
rarity chart. A chain begins 
when an enemy is killed 
and continues to grow un- 
til an enemy of a different 
classification is killed, the 
characters touch a_ save 
crystal or when the charac- 
ters enter a town. The battle 
chain has four levels, and 
as it grows the frequency 
of rare items dropped in- 
creases. 

Because controlling 
multiple characters at the 
same time in a battle can be 
hard, a gambit system was 
implemented. Gambits tell 
the characters how to act 
in a certain situation. An 


example is Ally HP<50% 
(target and condition) Cure 
(action). This states that 
when an ally’s health drops 
below 50% that character 
will cast cure on them. The 
other target categories are 
self and foe. 

Most of the gil, the 
games currency, acquired 
varies from other games 
systems because rather than 
receiving large amounts of 
gil at the end ofa battle, loot 
is dropped far more often. 
Loot items have no purpose 
other than to be sold for gil. 
In addition, different loot 
combinations will open 
cheap items or items packs 
that can be bought through 
a bazaar, which is available 
at all merchants. 

Rather than specializing 
in a certain class a licensing 


When you add-a-line 


board is given. The board 
is the same for everyone. 
Allowing every character 
to eventually be the ulti- 
mate warrior. The board is 
separated into two halves. 
The top half contains all 
the magic, skills, additional 
attributes and accessories. 
The bottom half contains all 
the weapons and armors. 

The licensing board con- 
tains special “skills” called 
quickenings. Quickenings 
are extremely powerful, 
combo attacks that all ac- 
tive characters may partici- 
pate in. 

Each character may only 
unlock three quickenings, 
but each time they unlock 
one they gain a mist charge 
which doubles their max 
magic points. 

Although there are no 


summoner skills, there are 
espers. Espers are beings 
created by the gods. The 
espers became arrogant and 
challenged the gods. When 
the gods won they cursed 
the espers to become the 
companions of any human 
who defeats them. When 
an esper is beaten a space 
opens up on the licensing 
board for any one to take. 
The catch is only one per- 
son can control an esper. 
When summoned an esper 
takes the place of two char- 
acters and acts on his own 
gambit system. 

Overall, the game is ex- 
tremely deep and most of 
all, it is just plain fun. Final 
Fantasy XII won’t disap- 
point. Playstation 2 owners 
should pick up this game 
post-haste. 


Send To J CANCEL 


www.nex-techwireless.com 


4310 North Vine The Mall 2418 Vine St. ‘702 Park St. 
Hays, KS 67601 28918 Vine St. Hays, KS 67601 Hays, KS 67601 
785-621-3670 Hays, KS 67601 877-625-7872 785-621-3680 


NEXTECH 
wireless 


gotta have it 


“With qualified rate plan and 2-year service agreement. Certain restrictions apply. See stores for details. 

Nex-Tech Wireless is eligible to receive support from the Federal Universal Service Fund in designated areas. As a result, Nex-Tech Wireless must meet reasonable 
requests for service in these areas. Questions or complaints concerning service issues may be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public 
Affairs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027. 
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New Orleans Jazz Orchestra 


BRANDON WORF/ 
THE EDGE 


Irvin Mayfield and 
the New Orleans 
Jazz Orchestra 
performed this 
month at Beach/ 
Schmidt as part 
of the Encore 
Series. 


CYAN MAGENTA BLACK 


GREAT FOOD AT UNION STATION 


Memorial Union..... Making Good Things Happen! 


Mondo Subs offers a fantastic combination of It’s all about fresh taste. Coyote Jack’s fea- 
freshly baked breads packed with the finest tures charbroiled burgers and _ chicken 
meats, cheeses and freshest toppings. Each sandwiches with Jack’s own distinctive 
sub and salad is made with our unique blend corn dusted buns, bold flavored sauces and 
of spices and dressings, with sides ranging dips, and sidekicks including seasoned 
from warm spiced chips to homemade pasta fries. Join the pack and experience the dif- 
and potato salads, as well as our distinct ference. 


Mondo coleslaw. 


SALAD BAR, HOT ENTREES 


AND DESSERTS 


GRILL” 


GRAB ‘N GO 


Explore the wide variety 
of Starbuck’s coffees 
and their distinctive 
flavors, now served in 
Grab ‘n Go. 


Oo UNION STATION TO OPEN 


Chartwells 


catean-Lve ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY STH! 
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Anime Association provides fun for members 


Mike Courson 
Staff Writer 


“Tt’s not every day that you get to 
see a 21 year-old guy with shaved legs 
in heels and a mini skirt,” laughed 
Crystal Nash, president of the Fort 
Hays Anime Association. 

Students saw just that during the 
club’s recruiting period, though, when 
Anime Association Vice President 
Chris Morlang dressed up as a char- 
acter from Sailor Moon, a Japanese 
cartoon about young girls with magi- 
cal powers who work to save the uni- 
verse. 

Dressing up and parading around 
campus as an anime character may 
seem like a bizarre way to recruit 
members into a club, but it must be 
working. Just two years after its found- 
ing, the now-official Fort Hays Anime 
Association has about 20 members 
and growing. The group meets about 
twice a week to watch anime and dis- 
cuss Japanese culture. 

Recruiting days are a fun time for 
members, who dress up and talk to 
students and professors about the club 
and its activities. 

“We usually get a lot of comments 
and questions, and make a lot of peo- 
ple smile,” Nash said. 

The club was founded two years 
ago by Morlang and Ashley Maddern. 
The two felt there was enough inter- 
est in Japanese animation to form an 
anime club. 

“T went to community college in 
Garden City and they had an anime 
club,” Morland said, who worked for 
over a year to make the club official. 
“T came up here and thought since they 
were an actual university, they would 
have an anime club, but they didn’t.” 

Part of making the club official 
meant drafting a constitution and by- 
laws. Morlang wanted former students 
to be able to participate in the club and 
drafted the rules to allow this. 

“The overall goal of the anime club 
is to get other students interested in 
the Japanese culture through the use 
of Japanese animation-- otherwise 
known as anime--games, and food,” 
Nash said. 

Club members keep busy on and 
off campus, helping out with proj- 
ects like the Campus Cleanup. They 
also volunteer at the residence halls at 
Halloween and take children trick-or- 
treating. 

Members also attend anime con- 
ventions where they can speak with 
others who are interested in anime and 


Japanese culture. Members have trav- 
eled to Wichita and Denver for these 
conventions. 

Members are now preparing for 
Naka-Kon, an anime convention put 
on by the University of Kansas chap- 
ter in Kansas City. The convention, in 
its third year, will feature everything 
from crafts and karaoke to memora- 
bilia and an artist alley, where students 
can buy art. 

The Anime Association is also 
planning a Dance Dance Revolution 
tournament in April to raise money for 
the club, according to Nash. 

The anime club is open to all Fort 
Hays students and joining is easy. Un- 
like many clubs on campus, the anime 
club has no membership dues. A per- 
son can just show up to the club meet- 
ings. They are held at 9 p.m. every 
Tuesday and every Saturday at noon, 
both at Chuck’s Place in Wiest Hall. 
The meetings usually last a couple of 
hours. 

Maddern, who graduated since 
founding the club, still communicates 
regularly with members. 

“The best part was just hang- 
ing out with a group of people with 
the same interest and being able 
to talk about anime without hav- 
ing to explain what it is,” she said. 
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COURTESY PHOTOS 
Above, Fort Hays Anime 
Association alumni Ashley 
Maddern and members Chris 
Morlang and Crystal Nash 
take a picture at Anime Fes- 
tival Wichita. At left, Kimberly 
Conner poses with Fort Hays 
President Ed Hammond on 
Halloween. Below, Nash and 
Morlang (dressed as a female 
character) stand next to pro- 
fessor and Anime Association 
sponsor Stephen Schleicher 
on one of the group's recruit- 
ing days. 


